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  We land in a different world. We're all foreigners now, and only Pastor 

Deborah has a working knowledge of Spanish. At the airport, Pastor Dalia 

meets us with the shuttle rented to transport us the 45 minutes from Santa 

Clara to Sagua la Grande. Old cars and horse drawn carts dot the road. 

Brightly painted houses spot 

swaths of farm land with coco-

nut trees and sugar cane. 

 We're greeted warmly at 

the church, and my lack of lan-

guage is immediately noticeable, 

especially to me. But there's a 

sleek black cat in the church 

who is friendly so I speak the 

same language as at least one of 

the locals. My cat is fluent. One 

of the church members jokes 

about the cat, and I smile, later 

to learn she was calling him their 

"newest member." I ask Pastor 

Deborah if we need a church cat 

at Hunting Ridge, but she's unconvinced. There's still a week to go. 

 After a tour of the church, a lovely square building with a courtyard, half 

of which is converted to the church, and the other half still holding housing, we 

sit down to lunch. There is a graciousness and warmth to these people, and I 

feel like family. The food is simple, but delicious. I'm particularly fond of the 

yucca root. The cook, Carmelina, tells us how to prepare the root vegetable.  

After boiling, they "scare" the yucca in cold water. We get a chuckle from that, 

as we explain the word "Shock" to Pastor Dalia who was helping to translate.  

 We have a little bit of downtime now. I spend the time taking pictures, 

and also playing on the aged and worn piano. There are hammers whose felts 

are so worn down that a labored thud is all that the key can muster. Other 

notes no longer hold their tuning, drifting at least a half-step out of tune. And 

keys of the once grand piano are cracked with the enamel broken off. Part of 

me wonders what it would take to send a piano to Cuba and get it to the 

church. Maybe that's something to research when I get home. 
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January 8     Jesus’ Baptism     Luke 3:1-22 

January 15     Jesus’ First Sermon    Luke 4:14-30 

January 22     Calling the Disciples I    Luke 5:1-11 

January 29     Calling the Disciples II    Luke 6:1-16 

 ...and coming on February 5:  Cuba SUNDAY! 

Other January Events 

January 16   Now What? With J. Herbert Nelson, (details on p. 6) 

January 21   Leadership Training -  Day long retreat (more on p. 7) 

January 29   Face to Face Conversation on same gender marriage@ HRPC.  

     Join us for lunch after worship as we talk through the pros and cons. 

 

Journeying Through Luke 

     We have been working our way through the Narrative Lectionary, a set pattern of texts used for preach-

ing by pastors of multiple denominations.  The Narrative Lectionary operates on a 4 year cycle, with an Old 

Testament narrative running through the fall up until Advent, and then the narrative of one of the four gos-

pels picking up with the birth of Christ and following through the resurrection of our Lord at Easter.  After 

Easter, the story of the early church is followed through the Word in Acts and/or some of the letters of Paul 

and Peter and John.   

     We are midway through our fourth year of the Narrative Lectionary.  This is the year of Luke.  We begin 

now to follow the ministry and teachings of Jesus through the eyes of Luke.  Each Sunday through Easter we 

will explore together the work of Jesus on earth from the gospel of Luke.  It would be a great time to make 

a commitment yourself to read through the gospel of Luke in its entirety, perhaps selecting a portion of a 

chapter daily (the chapters are LONG).  We will be unable to touch on every story on Sundays, so filling the 

narrative in on your own will enrich your experience of weekly worship as well as your personal spiritual 

practice.  

     Luke pays particular attention to the needs of the economically poor throughout his gospel narrative.  He 

also gives us some of the richest stories Jesus told… the Good Samaritan, the Prodigal Son, etc.  In the 

words of N.T. Wright, “Luke tells us that he had had a chance to stand back from the extraordinary events 

that had been going on, to talk to the people involved, to read some earlier writings, and to make his own 

quite full version so that readers could know the truth about the things to do with Jesus.  His book places 

Jesus not only at the heart of the Jewish world of the first century, but at the heart of the Roman world into 

which the Christian gospel exploded and which it was destined to change so radically.” (Luke for Everyone). 

I look forward to journeying with you through Luke in the coming weeks.   –Pastor Deborah 





(cont’d from p.1) 

          I know very little of what's in store for me here. 

We got a rough outline of the schedule...a trip to the 

town and shopping tomorrow, a gathering with the 

church Friday night, some New Years festivities Saturday 

evening. Pastor Dalia thanked us for coming, especially at 

this time of year when we are normally with our families, 

choosing to spend it instead with our Cuban families. I 

start thinking about my own family with whom I am 

close, but we all have our own lives now. I didn't notice it 

so much before when I was married, but being single it 

sticks out to me a little more.  

     After a short break, our crew walked through the 

town of Sagua la Grande, down and across the bridge 

over the Sagua river. We walked though sunset lit streets into the dusk and early evening. There is 

so much in decay here, but even in its disrepair, it is beautiful. Ornate wrought iron girds the win-

dows and doors, often with the shutters open and people congregated behind them. As evening 

wore on, I could hear more music emanating from the open windows of the houses. Out of one, I 

heard a Spanish version of Flashdance, chuckling to myself. We stopped briefly outside a church that 

was having a service, listening to them sing. There feels like a simplicity to life here, though I know it 

covers over the complexity of a hampered economy and the many struggles people are dealing with. 

     After dinner, one church member's great-grandchildren, Carlitos and Marian, scampered about 

the kitchen looking for a treat, a piece of a peanut butter sweet similar to fudge. Ruth, pulls out her 

phone, and is taking funny pictures with the kids. I join in the action, and am soon being climbed all 

over. They were adorable and sweet, and also talked to me like I knew Spanish. Eventually, I pulled 

out my phone with Google translate, and had them start teaching me words. Aguacate, (avacado) 

Sandia (Watermelon), mas manana (more tomorrow? Si). There's one word they want me to get. 

Eventually, Dalia translates...Games. Carlitos wants games on my phone. Tonight I learned that 

"Plants vs. Zombies" is an international sensation. 

      It's so quiet as I write this. All my habits are broken. I cannot check email or Facebook. There's 

no work to go to, no kids to teach. There is a horribly beat up piano in need of repair or replace-

ment that I can play on. As the new year approaches, I'm forced to confront myself as a blank slate. 

Who will I be tomorrow? What does Cuba ask of me? I'm looking forward to finding out. 

             - Craig 
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THE FORERUNNER 

A Congregational meeting will be held Sunday, January 15th immediately following worship. 

The nominating committee will present names for ruling elders for the class of 2019. 



SIX WEEK SESSION: JANUARY 12 - FEBRUARY 16.   

This is a wonderful time to gather with members of our church family 

of various generations AND to welcome children from the neighbor-

hood.  We enjoy a simple meal together (prepared for us by the Culi-

nary Arts Class at Edmondson Westside High School) and then a time 

of learning with our peers.  Young people will be looking at Stories of 

Jesus, and adults will be completing a study of the Lord’s Prayer entitled, 

Building a Personal House of Prayer.  We gather back together in the 

library for a brief closing worship with young and old (unless you are 

headed up the steps to choir practice!).  We begin at 6 pm and con-

clude by 8 pm.  No need to worry about dinner on Thursdays!  Come 

and join your church family. 

     The Senior Comradery, which meets monthly, has seen an increase in membership and participa-

tion from some non-members. We always welcome new members! You just have to be at least 55 

years of age and have a young heart. We meet at the church on the first Thursday of each month 

from 10:30am– 12:30pm. 

     This past year we participated in several events sponsored by the Baltimore City Recreation and 

Parks Department including trips to the outlet mall in Queenstown, Toby’s Dinner Theater, a Pre-

New Year’s Eve party at Martin’s West and several health fairs. We also celebrated Christmas with 

a party at a local restaurant. 

     In 2016, we were involved with our partner church in Sagua La Grande, Cuba. We welcomed 

Pastor Dalia from Sagua and we donated yarn and cloth to help the seniors there in their knitting 

and sewing projects. We hope to have some items knitted by the Sagua seniors for sale at this year’s 

Strawberry Festival. Next month, our president will visit Sagua. 

     Finally, we are supporting and helping the parents of the newly-born triplet grandchildren of one 

of our members for a year. 

          Laurice Parks, President 

Thursday Night Alive!   

Senior Comradery at HRPC 
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HRPC Multicultural Book 
Club 

January 15th 

at 7pm 

The Art of 

Hearing 

Heartbeats   

There’s still 

time to read 

this book!   

March 19:  ‘Til the Well Runs 

Dry  

by Lauren Francis-Sharma.   

  

In a seaside vil-

lage in the 

north of Trini-

dad, young 

Marcia Garcia, 

a gifted and 

smart-mouthed 

sixteen-year-

old seamstress, lives alone, raising 

two small boys and guarding a family 

secret. When she meets Farouk 

Karam, an ambitious young police-

man (so taken with Marcia that he 

elicits help from a tea-brewing 

obeah woman to guarantee her ar-

dor), the rewards and risks in 

Marcia's life amplify forever.  

An invitation for all Ruling Elders at HRPC 
(Remember: once an elder, always an elder!) 

 

You are a leader at Hunting Ridge whether you are currently 

on session or not.  Your church family always needs your gifts 

and talents, your time and energy.  There are many ways to 

be a leader.  There are different leadership styles needed for 

different groups (ministry teams, task forces or ad hoc 

groups).  We all benefit by learning more about ways to 

strengthen our own leadership skills.  

 

Your session has applied for and been granted funds to pro-

vide a one day leadership training event for ALL ruling elders 

in our church family.  The funds come from the In the Loop 

Ministry Group (a group of 12 Presbyterian churches in the 

city which work together in ministry to support Christ’s work 

in Baltimore).  It will be a unique opportunity for ALL of us to 

gather and reflect on our life as a congregation, learn and 

practice skills to improve our leadership capacity, eat, laugh 

and worship together.   

Your presence is requested on  SATURDAY, JANUARY 

21st  from  9:30am to 7 pm.  We will meet at the Mission 

Helpers of the Sacred Heart, 1001 W Joppa Rd. Tow-

son, MD 21204.   

 

Facilitators include Debbie Schmidt, Associate for Spiritual 

Leader Development at Presbytery of Baltimore; and Rev. 

Kimberly Secrist Ashby, Pastor at Fallston Presbyterian and 

church leadership consultant.   

Lunch and dinner are provided by HRPC and the In the Loop 

grant for leadership development.  RSVP to the church office 

no later than Monday, January 16th    via email at: 

HRPC@hrpc.comcastbiz.net  
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    THE  FORERUNNER  

1-  Mekhi Moore 

       Dorothy Ebai 

6-  Etchu Abunaw 

8– Javon Dow 

9– Darlene Rice 

     Nzinga Snyder 

14– Ernestine Alston 

17– Devon Wilson 

19– Carol Bailey 

20– Joyce Little 

25– Nick Leonard 

26– Willa Banks 

        Millie Kreider 

29– Victor Jones 

 

Giving is now easier than ever!  

This is a great time of year to jumpstart a new 

habit.  Did you know that you can give online through our website 

www.huntingridgechurch.org?   You can set up regular giving 

(weekly, monthly) to be withdrawn from your account and deposited 

into the HRPC account.  Easy.  Consistent.  No worries.   And 

NOW is a great time to pay your $35 per capita! Instead of leaving 

it until the end of the year, just do it now! 



 

 Hunting Ridge Presbyterian Church 

4640 Edmonson Avenue 

Baltimore, MD 21229 

www.huntingridgechurch.org 

Sundays  9:00 am  English/Spanish Class    Conference Room 

   10:00 am Adult Bible Study   Library 

   11:00 am Worship Service   Sanctuary 

   1:00 pm Baltimore Falam Baptist Church  Sanctuary 

   4:00 pm Free Community Yoga    Fellowship Hall 

 

Wednesdays  7-10pm  Berea Church    Sanctuary 

 

Thursdays  6pm  Thursday Night Alive! 

   6:30pm  Bells rehearsal (2x month) 

   7:30pm  Choir rehearsal  

   8:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting  Fellowship Hall 

1st Fridays  6:30-9pm Peace Community Center  Library 

 

Saturdays             9am-1pm Peace Community Center  Fellowship Hall/ Library 

  

   7-10pm  Berea Church    Sanctuary 

HRPC Weekly  Calendar  


