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Freddie the Leaf. It is the story of Freddie the
Upcoming Worship
2
leaf, who experiences all the joys of growing and
fluttering and soaking up the sun and the rain
December is com2
through the spring and the summer. When fall
ing soon!
comes, things start to change, and one by one
he sees his friends falling gently to the
Congregational Decisions 3
ground. At first he doesn’t like it, and clings to
Stewardship
3
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4 of the tree, and finds himself proud to have been a part of it. He lands on a soft pile of
snow and falls asleep, becoming a part of the preparation for new leaves to come in
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Sharing time and talthe spring. Freddie is gone, but Life continues.
Freddie’s experiences remind me of
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gation is a part. Think about all of the “leaves”
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which have budded, grown, flourished and
fallen so that life could continue on this corner
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o Baltimore. . I never knew them, but the
Taylor sisters, left a large sum for use by our
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congregation for big projects which further
our ability to do ministry. There was Libby
Grant, who was proud to work on the
Join us for our Wednesday
church’s mission statement, making a commitment to be a welcoming place for people
night prayer calls at 9pm.
of all ethnic backgrounds.. There was Louis Wyley, who was our primary cheerful Sunday morning greeter every week. You know others who belong to the mountain of
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leaves which added color and life to this living, breathing institution called a church.
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And now we are a part of the tree, hanging on the branches, vibrant and green
Please send any prayer reand blown by the wind of the Holy Spirit. We give our energy and our wisdom and
quests to Jacquie Mylesour passion to the life of the tree. Every leaf counts. Every leaf does its part. What is
Roach,
your part? As you look ahead to 2017, what role (s) will you be playing in the ongoing
life of this living tree called Hunting Ridge Presbyterian? Will you sing or teach? Will
iamjedi69@gmail.com
you count money or work in the garden? Will you work on our website or play games
with children in the community? Will you intentionally, thoughtfully and consistently
give of your own financial resources so that we can be in ministry together?
Without leaves, a tree is nothing but dead wood.

-Pastor Deborah
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November 6

Jonah and God’s Mercy

Jonah 1:1-17, 3:1-10

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper

November 13

God Calls Isaiah

Isaiah 6:1-8

Pledge Sunday

November 20

God Promises a New Covenant

Jeremiah 36:1-8, 21-28,; 31:31-34

Congregational Conversation Re: Deacons (see p. 3) Team meetings after worship Lunch provided.

November 27

First Sunday in Advent

**Thanksgiving service options: look for more information coming soon about contributing to 3 Thanksgiving baskets for clients of 40 West and cooking or serving the “to go dinner” on Thanksgiving morning for the residents of the
men’s shelter downtown.**

Coming soon:

Have you thought about your

Christmas Poinsettias yet?
Red, White, and Marble poinsettias will be available again this year for $8.00 per plant.
Please look for the order forms in the church
library beginning next Sunday and submit your
order by December 11th.

December
Call for Gently Used Items:
Santa’s Gift Shop
Friday, December 16th 6-9pm
Parents’ Night Out is coming soon. As you prepare for fall, donate your gently used items to the
church. The youth who attend this event will shop for
siblings, parents, friends,
and other family members
while participating in our
December program. Gifts
for adults (male and female)
and children of all ages are
welcomed. Look for a collection box in the library.

Deacons at HRPC
For many years, HRPC has operated with two groups of officers, ruling elders and deacons. Officers are
elected by the congregation each year, and serve terms as determined by the congregation (currently 3 year terms for
ruling elders and 2 year terms for deacons). The responsibilities of each group of officers are delineated in the Book of
Order, but there is a lot of room at the local level to assign specific tasks to the deacons. Our current board of deacons is assigned to caring for our congregation through: staying in touch with a small group of church members; providing support and leadership for congregational fellowship events, offering special events which care for our church
members in some way (i.e., the recent workshop on end of life concerns). At HRPC (but not at all Presbyterian
churches), the deacons also have been asked to assist with serving communion during worship and to home bound
members. A Pastoral Care Response Team has been formed (several church members who are not deacons) to meet
immediate pastoral care needs such as contacting members before or after surgery, during or after hospitalizations, at
the time of a death in the family, offering transportation, meals, etc. The work of ministry to those in need outside of
the congregation belongs to the Justice and Peace Ministry Team.
According to the Book of Order (G-2.000), a board of deacons (or individual deacons tasked with specific ministries) is the congregation's option. (A session is a Book of Order requirement.) If a congregation by majority vote
agrees to not function with of the office of deacon, the responsibilities of caring for the congregation and serving those
in need will be assumed by the Session and a ministry team (or committee) of Session. This model frees church members (and even friends of the church) to get involved in projects or programs for which they are gifted and passionate
about, but does not require them to serve as officers of the church with a specific term limit, attending deacon meetings, etc. It has the possibility of making room for more involvement rather than less.
Due to the size of our congregation and the number of members who are willing to serve as officers, the Session is calling for a congregational conversation regarding the possibility of changing the way we provide care for our
congregation. It may be time to adapt the way we function so that we can best use the gifts in our midst. We have
several questions to ask ourselves: a. Would we be better served by a less formal practice of caring for our congregation? b. Could a ministry team take on the tasks of fellowship events and educational events? If so, which one? Or a
new one? c. How effective is our "deacon group" system? Is there a better way to provide ongoing connection between church members?
Our congregational conversation will be held after worship on November 20 at the beginning of the ministry
team meetings. Any church member is invited to participate in the discussion, even if you are not currently serving on
a ministry team. Lunch will be provided.
The outcome of this conversation will impact the work of our nominating committee for officers for 2017: Johnnie
Summers (chair), Peter Van Allen, Annette Snyder and Anna Malla.

Joyful Generosity 2017
“God loves it when the giver delights in the giving.”
2 Corinthians 9:7, The Message
Members of your church family are sharing their perspectives on stewardship on Sunday mornings. You should have received a letter including two
pledge cards—one for commitments of time and talent, and one for commitments of financial resources. Copies of the 2017 proposed budget are in the library. Together we are looking ahead to another year of ministry in Christ’s name on this corner of Baltimore and touching places
around the world! Plan to be present in worship on Sunday, November 13, as we bring our commitments of
time, talent and money forward in an act of worship, an offering of thanksgiving to God.
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Cuba, here we come!

...But ahead of that trip, Pastor Deborah will be in Cuba November 14-18
for a business meeting. Roseline Petro– Siewe, Ruth Gachao, Dorothy Whitaker, Craig Sparks, and Pastor
Deborah will be traveling to visit our sister congregation, Sagua la Grande, December 28th– January 3rd.
Look forward for more information on how you can support the Sagua community.

Meet Caruca, ruling elder, and member of the Session at Sagua la Grande
Presbyterian Church. She teaches, guides, and serves in all parts of the church. We
kept finding Caruca in the kitchen! She oversees the breakfast ministry for older
adults, purchasing and preparing the food, and enjoying fellowship with those who
come from the community three times a week.

HRPC Book Club

Many

Did you pick up your copy of Waiting

thanks to

for the Electricity? You still have time
to read it before the November 20th
Book Club meeting at 7pm.
Other titles include:
Jan. 15th -The Art of Hearing Heartbeats
March 19th -Til the Well Runs Dry

Oscar Makoge and
his friend who
shared their time
and talents by rebuilding our garden
wall into a sturdy
seat for young and
old that is also

May 21st -Shelter

beautiful!

CROP Walk 2016
Hunting Ridge hosted 82 walkers and volunteers for the
2016 Catonsville CROP walk. We had 20 participants,
who prepared & served lunch for the walkers, registered
walkers, or walked either 1 or 3 miles on a gorgeous day!
Our youth earned $91.00 toward youth activity expenses
and together we collected $1,045 on line and more than
$400 on October 2nd.

Highlights from the October
Session meeting
The Session:
-discussed plans for holiday worship services
(Christmas Eve 7:30pm, Christmas Day 11am, New
Years Day Brunch/Worship 11am)
-approved a change of date for the November
stated meeting (new date: Wednesday, Nov. 9)
-began reviewing the membership rolls
-thanked RE Johnnie Summers for agreeing to
serve as chairperson of the 2016 Nominating
Committee.
The NEXT Session Meeting will be Nov.
9th.

V o lu me 1 , Is su e 1

T HE F ORERU NNE R

At a gathering of Thursday
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Night Alive, some of our youth wrote letters to children moving into

the neighborhood to introduce God to them. Bryan and Javon said:
“Dear Neighbors,
God created all of us. We always must learn more about God. God watches over us. God protects us. God loves us
and God is love. God wants us to be kind to our neighbors. “
Sana’a, Ella, and Oceane wrote:
“They could look at nature. Jesus is our scapegoat. God is always by our side. If we are sad we can
pray and feel better. God gives you hope. The Bible proves that God exists. Introduction to a
church. Different types of people come to see God. “

Thursday Night Alive!
Advent is comingJourney with us…
...to Bethlehem
(children and youth)

...through the Lord’s Prayer
(adult small group with Jacquie Myles Roach)

1- Andy Gangadeen

Nov. 10,17; Dec 1,8. 6-8pm
Dinner provided!

Catonsville Concerts at 3
November 20th– Jennifer Kloetzel & Andrew Gerle
Cellist and Catonsville native, Jennifer Kloetzel makes a triumphal visit to her
hometown following critically acclaimed tours of Europe, Asia and the United
States. A founding member of the Cypress String Quartet, Ms. Kloetzel will be
accompanied in an eclectic chamber program by a fellow Catonsvillian, the pianist, composer and playright, Andrew Gerle, winner of the Kleban Award and fourtime Richard Rodgers Award winner.




January 8th– Elysian Camerata
At Catonsville Presbyterian Church 1400 Frederick Road
For more information visit: www.catonsvilleconcerts.org

5- Mary Jordan
8– Kim Baker
10– John Hull
13– Eva Hendrix-Shovlin
20– Beatrice Tangie
21-Johnnie Summers
27– Sharleen Hernan

HR P C We e k l y Cal e n da r
Sundays

9:00 am

English/Spanish Class

Conference Room

10:00 am

Adult Bible Study

Library

11:00 am

Worship Service

Sanctuary

1:00 pm

Baltimore Falam Baptist Church

Sanctuary

4:00 pm

Free Community Yoga

Fellowship Hall

Wednesdays

7-10pm

Berea Church

Sanctuary

Thursdays

6pm

Thursday Night Alive!

6:30pm

Bells rehearsal (2x month)

7:30pm

Choir/ Bells rehearsal

8:00 pm

Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting

Fellowship Hall

1st Fridays

6:30-9pm

Peace Community Center

Library

Saturdays

9am-1pm

Peace Community Center

Fellowship Hall/ Library

7-10pm

Berea Church

Sanctuary

Hunting Ridge Presbyterian Church
4640 Edmonson Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21229
www.huntingridgechurch.org

