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Finding Music in South Africa 

When I was in college studying composition, my professor and my fellow students seemed to all 

hold this belief that, since the audience wasn't a known or controllable factor, composers should 

write for themselves. It's a very common position in 

academic settings. For me, something just wasn't 

right about this view of the world and music, but I 

struggled to articulate a logical argument for my own 

position. As I continued my studies, I came across 

Steve Reich, a composer heavily influenced by tradi-

tional African music. I liked his music, so I started 

looking into it...reading up on traditional music and 

culture in Africa. I was further compelled when The 

Lion King hit Broadway with its South African chants, 

dances, and visual aesthetics. My studies revealed to me a world where the best performer was 

not necessarily the most technically proficient, but the one who created the most moving experi-

ence. This focus on the quality of experience rather than solely the quality of construction helped 

me see and articulate my own vision for what it means to be a composer.  

         I may not be able to control how people respond to my work, but I do know a lot of deep 

contextual things about its performance. I knew where my pieces would be premiered, the per-

formers who would be playing, and most of the people who would be in the audience. I knew the 

cultural conventions of the concert hall. As a composer, I became responsible for the whole of 

the experience I was creating, and the music I was creating was designed to create an experi-

ence, to open a dialogue between the performers, the audience, and me. This approach to music 

as deeply experiential carried with me through grad school where I spent a year in the African 

dance and drumming ensemble, learning from a wonderful musician from Ghana. I did research 

on the use of music in theater in Zimbabwe, and studied the Isicathamiya choral tradition of 

South Africa that inspired those chants in The Lion King. One of my colleagues, Sister Agatha, a 

Nigerian nun who came to the US after studying Gregorian chant in Rome, introduced me to 

Fela Kuti. I learned about Highlife bands, afro-pop, and jazz in South Africa. 

     One of the things I most love about working at Hunting Ridge is how I have had reason to 

reconnect with my passion for African musics and cultures. Inspired by your support, I will be 

traveling to Cape Town, South Africa for the first two weeks in June. I have reached out to musi-

cians and churches in the area to immerse myself in the music and culture, to get to know the 

place through its sounds. I have already connected with a jazz musician and educator and a drum-

mer from a popular band. I've reached out to the worship team at Hillsong which has 6 churches 

in the area, and also to some smaller churches to participate in their worship, and meet with 

their music ministers. I am incredibly grateful to Hunting Ridge for supporting this trip through 

my continuing education funds. For years, my contact with African cultures has always been 

through books, recordings, and the handful of people I have met over the years. I thank you in 

helping me fulfill a long-held dream. I don't know exactly how I will grow from the experience. 

Whatever gifts and insights I receive from this trip, I promise to return to you.    

          —Craig 
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THE FORERUNNER 

   

  

May 1    1 Corinthians 13:1-13          Faith Hope and Love 

May 8    1 Corinthians 15:1-26, 51-57         Death Swallowed in Life 

May 15    Acts 2:1-4; 1 Corinthians 12:1-13       Gifts of the Spirit 

May 22    RE Malachi Mbenga preaching        Listening for the voice of God 

May 29    2 Corinthians 2:1-10         Forgiveness 

Goodbye to Louis Wyley, Sr.  

  Oct. 18,1942– April 20, 2016 

Louis was a faithful member of Hunting Ridge since 2004, serving as a deacon 

since 2005. He came to us from multiple years of service in several different Bap-

tist churches in Baltimore, well loved and respected as a deacon and trainer of 

deacons. He leaves behind a large family of children, grandchildren and great 

grand children, as well as his wife of 54 years and his beloved sister, Johnnie Sum-

mers. “He loved the Lord and would often challenge [his children] to seek God 

before making decisions...When faced with conflicts, his first question was: “And 

what did you do to contribute to the problem?” ...Quoting the Word and the 

application of the Word was normal in his home.” We will truly miss this kind, 

gentle, wise servant of Jesus. 

Highlights from April’s Session Meeting 

 The Continuing Education topic was a look at David LaMotte’s book, Worldchanging 101: Challenging 

the Myth of Powerlessness. 

 RE Suzanne Jewell reported on the April 13 meeting with WIN/THOR. 

 Plans for the May 15 meeting of HRPC’s ministry teams wer discussed including a mini-workshop on so-

cial media evangelism. 

 The Session heard RE Stella Ngang’s report on “Faith Place Fridays” which are scheduled to begin in June. 

 RE Willa Banks reported on plans for the June 4th Strawberry Festival. 
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May 

Birthdays! 

4– Vivian Smith 

     Alex Van Allen 

6– Dick Fairbanks 

9– Malachi Mbenga 

10– Joi Akuche 

13– Angela Atkins 

17– James Parks 

19– Colette Curtis 

     Thurm Lambert 

     Michael Van Allen 

     Beulah Rice 

23– Stephanie Tenkeu 

      Judith Addo 

27– Nick Van Allen 

      Colette Ngatchou 

31– Jackie Boggs 

Looking for a place and time to 

“refuel” this summer? Check out a 

week long break in the mountains of 

Virginia ( outside of Harrisonburg): 

Massanetta Springs Bible Conference/ 

Music Conference. The two run con-

currently, opening up great preaching 

and great music to participants of 

both conferences. Register for the 

Bible conference and you can still sing 

or ring with participants in the Music 

Conference. Register for the Music 

Conference and you can still attend all 

worship , Bible study and special fo-

rums. Hear Tony Campolo! Join a small group for early morning devotions. Eat 

in the large dining room with new and old friends. A place to enjoy Gods crea-

tion, rest and refuel.  July 24-30.  

Go to: http://www.massanettasprings.org/conferences/bible-conference/ to learn 

more and to register.   

Added bonus… Pastor Deborah will be the Wednesday evening preacher (“A 

Letter to Baltimore”) and the Thursday morning forum leader (“Taking it to the 

Streets: One Model for Community Ministry”). If you come, you can share 

some of your perspective on our ministry in Baltimore… or you can simply 

soak it all up— good music, good preaching, good teaching.   

     Our middle schoolers will also be headed to Massanetta Springs!. Six youth 

and three adults will spend 3 nights at the middle school conference, June 21-

24. In addition to being challenged by good preaching, wowed by drama pro-

vided by high school student leaders, and making new friends, we will be work-

ing with other conferees to pack over 10,000 nutritious meals that will be sent 

to places around the world where food is scarce.  Many thanks to Amy Oh, 

Chris Myles and Deborah McEachran for going as adult advisors. Each adult and 

youth will be assigned to a small group 

with youth and adults from other 

churches. Our group leaders will be 

high school students. Many thanks to 

those who have contributed toward 

HRPC’s part of our commitment to get 

9 people to the conference. We are-

working together—families, congrega-

tion, and Massanetta Springs (helped 

with 2 scholarships)! 



...ON FRIDAYS!  Something NEW begins this summer at Hunting Ridge.  INSTEAD of Faith Place for children 3 

years-5th grade on Sunday mornings during  worship, we invite families to worship together and bring their children to 

FAITH PLACE ON FRIDAYS.  Children 3 yrs-12th grade will gather from 6-8 pm in our fellowship hall on the SECOND 

AND THIRD FRIDAYS of each month.  (Mark your calendar now:  June 10 and 17; July 8 and 15; August 12 and 

19.)  Dinner will be provided by the Baltimore Falam Baptist Church.  There will be large group time for singing and 

prayer, and then smaller groups will spread out around the church for deeper discussion/activities/Bible stories.  We 

will play and pray together for two hours twice a month (equaling or exceeding the amount of time we have tradition-

ally had together on Sunday mornings).  This new schedule will make it easier for families to participate AND enable us 

to invite neighbors to participate in a fresh new faith building experience.  (It will probably feel a bit like Vacation Bible 

School!)  Teachers and helpers are needed—will you consider being a volunteer for June (two sessions) or July (2 ses-

sions) or August (2 sessions)?  Contact Ruling Elder Stella Ngang if you can help!   NOTE:  children kindergarten and 

younger will be cared for in the pre-kindergarten room after the “Time for young Disciples” during worship on Sun-

days.  Children 1st grade and up will worship with their families. 

Social Media for Evangelism 

Social Media Evangelism  

In the past year, we have revamped our website, posted online 

services for Lent and snow, and increasingly utilized our Face-

book page. These tools have an amazing power to broadcast 

our community’s values and ideas into the world if we learn to 

use them effectively as a congregation.  On May 15th, at the 

next meeting of our ministry teams,  we will have a brief dis-

cussion about the ins and outs of social media to answer ques-

tions like: What kind of 

content should we be post-

ing? How do we get content 

online? And how can we 

turn posts, pictures, likes, 

and shares into a vehicle to 

carry God’s message out 

into the world?  
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Harlem Avenue Summer Camp 

 is fast approaching….  June 27-30, 5-8 pm 

OUTDOORS on the 2800 block of Harlem 

Avenue…we need your hands and smiles on 

one or multiple evenings…  (Note—summer 

camp is traveling to the Woodberry Crossing 

farm in Parkton for the day on Wednesday, 

June 29, and will not meet in the eve-

ning).  Hunting Ridge is responsible for the 

meal (we feed all children and youth partici-

pants, volunteers and neighbors!) on Monday, 

June 27.  Adult volunteers will be needed to 

help with registration on Monday and Tuesday 

evenings, to chaperone at the farm, to work 

with crafts/activities/recreation, etc.  Youth 

from White Memorial Presbyterian Church in 

Raleigh will again partner with us.  They will 

join us for worship on Sunday June 26, and vol-

unteer orientation/training will be on Sunday, 

June 26 in the evening at Rehoboth Church of 

God in Christ Apostolic.  If you can not join 

us, please keep this community interfaith effort 

in your prayers. 

Giving to HRPC is easy online! Go to www.huntingridgechurch.org 

and find the “GIVE NOW” button on the right side. Click to give 

one time (if you desire your gift to be for a special purpose, i.e. facili-

ties fund, One Great Hour of Sharing, Massanetta Middle School con-

ference, etc, please make a note in the comment section). OR set up 

a regular Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) from your account to 

HRPC. Easy. Fast. Secure. [Remember that electronic giving comes at 

a small cost. You might consider giving $105.00 so that HRPC re-

ceives $100.00, for example.] 

March Financial Info 

Income: $13,141 

Expenses: $15,619 

Deficit March: $2,478 

Deficit for the Year: $2,338 



 Our annual Strawberry Festival is coming! Our Admini-

stration Ministry Team will oversee a Silent Auction (and 

maybe even a Live Auction!) as part of the festivities. If 

you have salable items, large or small,  that you would be 

willing to offer to be sold, please sign up in the Church 

Library beginning this Sunday, May 1st. We will have 

posters in the Library where you can list items that you 

would be willing to donate to the Silent Auction. And, if 

anyone has any large offerings, such as a time share or a 

vacation home, sports event tickets, or furniture items, 

please consider offering them, as we would love to have 

a Live Auction to be part of the Strawberry Festival this 

year.  All auction proceeds will go to help support 

Hunting Ridge Presbyterian’s outreach to our Cuba 

Partnership, 40 West and The Center.   

Please contact Dan McEachran, 443-683-1822, mceach-

ranfive@gmail.com OR Malachi Mbenga, 240-643-5644, 

mbengama42002@hotmail.com 

Suzanne Jewell is also in need of festival volunteers be-

ginning Friday, June 3rd. Sign up sheets for volunteers 

will be posted in the library. 

Open Mic Night at Dickey Memorial 

Friday May 13th.  Doors open at 6:30pm 

to sign up for your performance. Perform-

ances begin at 7 and end at 10:30 

Local talent. Free Admission. 

Meet us in the sanctuary and enjoy music, 

poetry and maybe even  stand up comedy 

or aerial arts. All ages are welcome. 

5112 Wetherdsville Road 

Strawberry Festival Time! Saturday, June 4th 5-8pm 

What’s Happening Around Town 
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 Monday Market has re-

opened on Mondays from 3-

6pm in our parking lot. Our 

Local Farmers Market will 

reopen on Saturday, June 

4th. 

Bring 

your 

reusable 

bags! 

Cuba Anyone? 

HRPC is going to Cuba!  Are you interested in join-

ing this mission? 

Roseline has the details. Anticipated travel dates 

are:  December 28, 2016– January 2, 2017 and 

school Spring Break 2017.   

To learn more con-

tact Roseline Petro-

Siewe at 

rpsiewe@live.com 

 

The Reginald F. Lewis Museum 

will host the last installment of 

the series  “Imagining Justice in 

Baltimore: A Muslim Perspective” 

on May 3rd at 7pm.  For more 

information or to RSVP for this 

free event visit 

www. icjs.org.  

 



** Tuesday, May 10th at 4pm New Kitchen Protocol meeting** 

Hunting Ridge Presbyterian Church 

4640 Edmonson Avenue 

Baltimore, MD 21229 

www.huntingridgechurch.org 

Sundays 9:00 am  English/Spanish Class    Conference Room 

  10:00 am Adult Bible Study   Library 

  11:00 am Worship Service   Sanctuary 

  1:00 pm Baltimore Falam Baptist Church  Sanctuary 

  4:00 pm Free Community Yoga    Fellowship Hall 

 

Wednesdays 7-10pm  Berea Church    Sanctuary 

 

Thursdays 7:00   Imani Ringers     Choir Loft 

  7:30pm  Choir Rehearsal   Choir Room 

  8:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting  Fellowship Hall 

 

Saturdays 7-10pm  Berea Church    Sanctuary 

HRPC Weekly Calendar  


