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Join us for our Wednesday
night prayer calls at 9pm.
641-715-3200 code:986261#
Please send any prayer requests to Jacquie MylesRoach,
iamjedi69@gmail.com

August
2016

Massanetta Springs is an idyllic setting. At the Bible Conference/Church Music Conference,
the large shady trees, lush green grass, and old, old stone walls combine with the beautiful and
varied music of many beautiful voices, drums, handbells and even harps. It is truly a “thin
place” where it seems the space between God and I is very thin, and we are closer to one
another for a time. It is a respite from my regular rushed pace of life, a place to be rejuvenated and challenged.
Peaceful as it is to be here, we have been reminded again and again by preachers and teachers
that all is not well with the church of Jesus
Christ in the world. It is not only that the
mainline Protestant denominations (like
the Presbyterian Church, USA), are declining. So are the mega churches, the Pentecostals, the non-denominational congregations. At the same time, the rise of the
“nones”, those who answer “none” when
asked about their connection to a faith
community and the rise of those who
identify themselves as “spiritual but not
religious” is striking. According to a recent Pew Research study, 67% of those
who identify as “spiritual but not religious”
also identify as white, while 10% identify as black and 17% identify as Latino.
It is not simply that church membership is shrinking. It is that the landscape is changing. No
longer can we sit on our corner of Edmondson and Winans Way looking attractive and expect people to flock to us. We have seen that clearly with the Uplands development across
the street. Despite some meager efforts on our part to invite our new neighbors to our
church build, to my knowledge we have not
even had a visitor from Uplands yet.
It is time to reframe the way we are
church. One speaker has posited the idea
that we are actually moving to a time that will
be “post-congregational”, that we are shifting
into a sea of people who do not want to belong to a church, who feel no particular tie to
or trust in an institution, but yet still have an all too human hunger for some connection with
God. It is time to ask ourselves, “Why does the Gospel matter?” and I mean, why does it
matter to you, to me, and to the world outside of our church building? And then we need to
ask ourselves, “Why are we still sitting here?” I look forward to exploring with you our role
at Hunting Ridge in this changing landscape. How will we continue to be faithful as a church
which cannot be the church of our parents and grandparents? How will we continue to be
faithful as believers in our Lord Jesus Christ?
—Pastor Deborah
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August 7th

Why does the gospel matter?

Mark 1:1-15

Outdoor worship and picnic on the lawn August 7th!
August 14th
August 21st
August 28th

God’s Name in South Africa
How do you know God is real?
Why are we still sitting here?

Craig Sparks, preaching
Acts 4:32-37
Matthew 28:16-20

School supply collection this month! Our students are always in need of basic back to school supplies!

We lost a member of our church family on June 11. Rosa Almeda
Lewis (known to us as Almeda) was 94 years old, and had been a
member of Hunting Ridge since 1999. She loved her church family
and enjoyed walking to church from her home on Rokeby Rd. until
her health prevented her regular participation. She served as a ruling
elder from 2002-2004 and also served as the secretary for the Senior
Comradery. Almeda worked for the
Bata Shoe Company for 30 years, and
also did some work as a seamstress. She
had a sharp mind and quite a wealth of
knowledge
regarding
family
history. She enjoyed watching television and working word search
puzzles. Her ultimate enjoyment was tending to her flowers or
just sitting on her front porch. We give thanks for her life and
ministry among us!
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HARLEM AVENUE SUMMER CAMP! A HUGE SUCCESS!
Being a part of the Harlem Avenue summer camp
for the past two summers has been very inspirational to me. To see the works of those churches
(Rehoboth Church of God, St. Edwards Catholic,
Hope Community Ministries, One Heart One way
Ministries, Save another Youth, International house
of Refuge and HRPC) showing the love of God to
the community was a
great joy. We had help
from the youths of
North Carolina. I am
very grateful to God for
allowing our churches to
show the world that we are one family and that the love
of God has no boundaries.

— Vivian Smith

Page 4

On Fridays began on June 10th at 6pm. Meeting on the 2nd and
3rd Fridays of the month, Faith Place on Fridays has exposed children from 3 years through high school to different parables of Jesus
throughout the summer. Our last two installments of Faith Place on
Fridays will be August 12th & 19th covering “Use it or Lose it” Parable
of the talents Matthew 25:14-30 & “So What is Fair?” Parable of the
On April 23 Elaine McDowell attended
Vineyard laborers Matthew 20:1-15. Games, songs, prayers, and Bible
the Mission 2016 Summit held at the
Christ Memorial Presbyterian Church exploration is based on age level. Dinner is provided so, plan to bring
your children to eat, learn and fellowship.
in Columbia, MD. Her report:
The conference began with opening
remarks by our own James Parks, the
Moderator of the Baltimore Presbytery.
The morning session consisted of
group discussions focused on poverty.
The salient point is that poverty is
rooted in broken relationships between
divergent groups. Its elimination is
about reconciling these relationships in
our mission work. The charge for congregations is to answer the question of
where is God calling our congregation
to serve. A number of principles and
techniques were put forth to discern
congregational mission involvement
and to take action that makes a difference.
Models of mission programs were presented in afternoon sessions. An excellent example was “Live Well Tables.” The congregation developed a
partnership with an HIV prevention
program named Open Table, Hope
Springs to create a “Table.” A table is
a team of 8-10 people investing their
vocational and life experiences and
networks with a friend living with HIV.
Table members meet regularly for a
year with individuals and families living
in poverty to help them achieve financial sustainability while addressing the
challenges faced with staying in HIV
care.
Also, two representatives from Black
Lives Matter gave talks and a very
stimulating and interesting dialogue
with conference participants followed.

My trip to South Africa has had profound impact on me. I’ve already
shared many thoughts and pictures
on my blog which I hope you’ve
taken a moment to look through.
And I will share more in worship on
August 14th when I fill in while Pastor Deborah is away. I wanted to
take this moment, though to share a
bit of what has happened for me after the trip. Since I’ve been back, I
have felt awakened to God’s call, listening to the invitations in this
world, and answering them as best I can. I’ve met with an arts organization in Bowie looking to make better use of the theater where my
Senior Choir performs, and drawn up a proposal for a new jazz concert series for them. I was invited to help out at a summer camp run
by friends of mine at Breath of God Lutheran
Church in Highlandtown, and am spending
one day a week offering music enrichment to
those kids. I’ve met with an arts organization
interested in doing a pop-up art installation
in Baltimore to see how I can be of help to
them. I am much more attuned to the opportunities to serve, and more willing to answer them. Even in my own work releasing
my first single I’ve reached out to Healthcare
for the Homeless and started building a partnership to help support them. I look forward
to seeing where this all goes in the next few years, but it ‘s clear to me
that I am in a new chapter of my life. Thank you for your support
through it all!

—Craig
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Summer Reading isn’t only for kids!
To prepare for the 1st book club meeting on September 18th at

National Night OUT!
Tuesday, August 2nd 5-8:30pm

7pm, go grab your copy of Island Beneath the Sea by Isabel Allende.
Other titles and dates:
Nov. 20th -Waiting for the Electricity
Jan. 15th -The Art of Hearing Heartbeats
March 19th -Til the Well Runs Dry
May 21st -Shelter

Edmondson Westside High School
501 N. Athol Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21229
(Event will take place on the back

parking lot of the
Westside Skill Center Building)

Session Highlights

Participants include:
Be More Fit
 The Continuing Education topic was an update on the General
Planet Fitness
Assembly gathering.
Party Game Truck & Moon
 The Session authorized the baptism of prospective member
bounce
Ruth Gachao.
Face Painting
Tiny House
 The Session heard an update on “Faith Place on Fridays.”
Health Department
 A change of date for the August stated meeting was approved.
Baltimore Energy Challenge
The new date is Thursday, August 18.
Mayor’s Office of Employment
 At a July 17 clerks’ meeting, Hunting Ridge’s Minutes Book and
Development
Church Register were approved “without exception.”
City Farms
Food and Beverages
Raffles & much more
Giving to HRPC is easy online! Go to www.huntingridgechurch.org
and find the “GIVE NOW” button on the right side. Click to give
one time (if you desire your gift to be for a special purpose, i.e. fa-

Lots of Food and FUN for all!

cilities fund or other special offerings, please make a note in the
comment section). OR set up a regular Electronic Funds Transfer
(EFT) from your account to HRPC. Easy. Fast. Secure. [Remember
that electronic giving comes at a small cost. You might consider
giving $105.00 so that HRPC receives $100.00, for example.]

For more information, contact the
office at (410)396-0685 and ask
for
Mrs. Hunter or Mr. Brown.
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For Tickets: contact Dan McEachran at 443-683-1822 or Carol Bailey at 410-303-6191

V o lu me 1 , Is su e 1
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She’s Out of the Office!

On Fridays from 10am to Noon, Pastor Deborah will be out in the community (her favorite place to be) at
Tabba Tabba Coffee on Edmondson Ave. Each week, she will develop questions to ask and discuss over coffee (or your beverage of choice) about your relationship with God, the church, and other insightful topics.
She will be back under the red umbrella on Friday, August 5th with the
question:
“How can a church connect with people who are disconnected?”
Make some time to stop by and see her. Encourage others to stop by to
talk, pray, and share. Each week’s question will be different, so there are
many opportunities to give and receive insights, prayers and fellowship.
Remember, Pastor Deborah will be spending some much needed family
time away, so on Friday, August 12th she will NOT be there, but every
other Friday, she will be waiting for you!

Youth Events


Wednesday, August 10th Youth

swim and cookout 6-9pm


Thursday, August 18th a

Gleaning Trip to Southern Maryland 7:30am—

HRPC Financial Update

Noon


Saturday August 27th,

Youth Sunday Planning/
Hershey Park (9:30am11pm )

1– Tyshawn Jackson
12– Phoebe Addo

May

June

Income

$23874

$12935

Expenses

$16824

$16846

4– Suzanne Jewell
17– Michele Henson

9– Rhonda Moore
24– Dan McEachran

30– Rodney Womack, Sr.

HR P C We e k l y Cal e n da r

Sundays

9:00 am

English/Spanish Class

Conference Room

10:00 am

Adult Bible Study

Library

11:00 am

Worship Service

Sanctuary

1:00 pm

Baltimore Falam Baptist Church

Sanctuary

4:00 pm

Free Community Yoga

Fellowship Hall

Wednesdays

7-10pm

Berea Church

Sanctuary

Thursdays

8:00 pm

Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting

Fellowship Hall

2nd & 3rd Fridays

6-8pm

Faith Place on Fridays

Fellowship Hall

Saturdays

7-10pm

Berea Church

Sanctuary

Hunting Ridge Presbyterian Church
4640 Edmonson Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21229
www.huntingridgechurch.org

