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THE FORERUNNER

Let’s bring a friend from
Sagua to HRPC
We still need $600 to fly
a member of our sister
congregatution from
Cuba to Baltimore.
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Deborah on Easter
Easter comes but once a year…. Or does it? Our faith in a risen Savior means we carry Easter with us all year
‘round. It means we carry Easter with us in the midst of tragedy as well as great joy, in the midst of a hectic
schedule or a lazy spring Sunday afternoon. How might you carry Easter with you?

Help us meet our

Look around you for a place where God is ALIVE. Maybe you see the beginnings of a healing relationship
which had been damaged. Maybe it is because you have found the strength to reach out. Maybe you
see a glimmer of hope that the difficult days will end and you can laugh once again.
Connect with other people on the same journey—the sometimes up, sometimes down journey of faith.
Learn from someone else’s experience and be willing to share your own.
SING! In the shower, in your car, wherever you are comfortable. Singing the words again and again cements them in your mind and heart. (If you absolutely feel you can’t sing, at least listen to music that
points you to God).

$900

Be thankful…for what God has done for you, and even what God will do for you in the future. Carrying

Visit our website:

Easter with you means carrying a trust in One who loves you always, no matter what.

huntingridgechurch.org
and you can give online!

I am sure you have other ideas. I would love to hear them. Easter continues…

Pastor Deborah

Mu si c Fe s t 2 015
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NOW IS THE TIME TO PURCHASE YOUR TICKET!
Invite a friend to join you, for the first ever

MusicFest

put on by our In the Loop Ministry Group of 12 city Presbyterian churches.
Hear a combined urban choir, Roses n Rust (local Irish Folk band)
and gospel artist Jonathan Nelson
(you have heard his music on the radio).

Upcoming Events
@ HRPC

3

NEXT Church con- 3
ference re-cap
NC Mission Team
coming

4

VBS 2015

5

Saturday April 25, 6-8:30 pm at
Central Presbyterian Church
(7308 York Rd., Towson, 21204).
Tickets are available at our church office ($20).
Call us!
Gospel artist, Jonathan Nelson
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HRPC at Baltimore Station

6 HRPC youth, 2 friends
and 5 adults spent a couple of hours at Baltimore
Station on Palm Sunday….
Serving dinner and conversing with the residents. It was both challenging and rewarding for
ONE GREAT HOUR OF us all.
SHARING

Thanks to all helpers!

Easter Sunday, April 5!
Our denomination uses the
money in three ways:
1.

2.
3.

To reduce hunger (one of
HRPC’s priorities this
year!),

Meet Pastor Mea
Greetings! My name is Pastor Mea Roney of Out of the Box Deliverance Action Worship Center. Since Sunday,

To aid disaster victims
locally and globally, and

February 1,2015 my congregation and I have had the pleasure of sharing this beautiful building. I have had the

To support grass roots
efforts to develop
stressed neighborhoods
(this year in the Baltimore
Presbytery two groups
working on community
gardening/urban farming
projects are being
funded).

future of fellowshipping with the wonderful members of Hunting Ridge Presbyterian Church.

In 2014, Hunting Ridge
collected $599.00 for One
Great Hour of Sharing. What
can we do this year when we
unite our support for our
neighbors? Currently these
gifts are supporting programs/
projects in 100 countries!

pleasure of meeting some of you individually and I look forward to meeting everyone! We look forward to the

Peace and Blessings; Pastor Mea Roney

Music Matters with Craig Sparks
This past March marked my one
year anniversary at Hunting Ridge.
It’s crazy to think how the year has
flown by. I’ve enjoyed getting to
know many of you in the community over the past year, and the
opportunity to make some lovely
music together.

I make the air vibrate for a living.
Sometimes, it can feel like vapid
work, especially in light of Taylor
Swift’s “Shake It Off” or Bruno
Mars “Uptown Funk” topping the
music charts.

I often have to remind myself that
what I do can have a real impact. I
Over lent, I’ve been taking some
think of times like Louis Armtime to reflect over the purpose of strong singing “What Did I Do to
music. What I do for a living often Be So Black and Blue” in apartseems so trivial. Doctors save
heid South Africa. Or maybe the
lives. Engineers and construction
“We Are the World” recording
crews make buildings. Social work- in the 1980’s. Sometimes, the
ers assist the poor and the needy. impact is more subtle; the song

on the radio that sends chills
down my spine or brings a tear to
my eye.
In a world of racing about, of functionality...a world where value is
so often based on what we can
sell, music can reflect our own
humanity back to us. It can remind
us how to live, how we have suffered, and how love continues to
conquer the darkness.
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Upcoming

Strawberry Festival!

Events @ HRPC

Wow—this year’s 107TH

———————

STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL WILL
BE BURSTING WIDE OPEN! I



April 2 - Maundy Thursday
house churches, 6:30pm



April 3 - Good Friday,
7:30 pm Tenebrae Service



April 5 - Easter Sunday,
6:30am Sunrise Serivice
11 am, Celebration of the
Risen Lord! Communion will be served



April 10 - Potluck with NC
Mission Team, 6:30pm



April 11 - HRPC Work Day,
9am - 4pm



April 19 - Ministry Team
Meetings, 12:15pm



April 25 - Presbyterian
Women’s Conference



May 3 - Cents-ability
offering



May 17 - Guest Preacher
from Kenya, Rev. Musili

An added bonus for
me: spending time with our
youngest son Tim (teaching 5th
grade in Chicago Public
Schools) and watching the
“greening” of the Chicago
River for St. Patrick’s Day!

n collaboration with the Hunting
Ridge Community Assembly
(neighborhood organization in
Hunting Ridge) and WIN Family
Services (our renters on the second floor of the education building), we are working to offer a
Strawberry Festival that is free for
the community.
Pony rides, lawn games, face painting, snow balls, music, and a
Strawberry Dessert Contest will
accompany our traditional fellowship and strawberry feasting!
Plan now to come, bring a
neighbor, meet folks from the
surrounding neighborhoods and
enjoy a fun filled community
event. All are invited to bring non
-perishable food items for 40
West Food Pantry.

We need you to:







Suggest a local business which
might be approached for
some level of sponsorship (prizes for dessert contest, funding, or in kind donations of food items) Contact
Jacquie Myles Roach.
Commit to HELPING on the
day of the Festival—set up,
serving, grilling or clean
up. (Note: all strawberries
will be donated and sliced by
Shoppers on Balt. Natl Pike
this year!). Look for the sign
up poster in the library after
Easter.
Plan now to bring a lawn
game that you are willing to

share for the afternoon; design and implement a craft
activity for children (and
adults!), provide a canopy or
grill for use on June 6, create
a dessert with strawberries in
it for the contest—must be
at the church before 5:15 pm
on June 6 for judging; offer to
be on the judge panel! Contact any member of the Welcoming Ministry Team-Jessie Leonard, chair; Suzanne Jewell., Ernestine
Alston.

SAVE THE DATE!

STRAWBERRY
FESTIVAL

SATURDAY, JUNE 6th!

NEXT Conference Recap with Pastor Deborah
The NEXT conference in Chicago
provided me with a chance to
hear about some innovative ministries that Presbyterians around
the country are involved
in. Like… the church in Santa
Barbara full of musical talent
which has basically adopted an
entire music program at their
neighborhood school… the Urban Village Church meeting in the
chapel of the Chicago Theological
Seminary (on campus of University of Chicago) which welcomes
an eclectic group of people from
all walks of life and insists that
everyone has a testimony to
share at least once during worship…the seminary students extremely excited about serving

Christ in creative ways as they
prepare to enter full time ministry. I picked up some good ideas
that we can implement here, and
am looking forward to continuing
to learn via the NEXT website/
blog.

Check it out!
http://nextchurch.net/

This year’s conference was held at
Fourth Presbyterian
Church in Chicago.
The conference
attendees participating in worship
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Good news!

Pastor
Ruata and his wife Niku are
the proud parents of a
daughter: Dawt Khun Tial
Ruathang. Pastor Ruata
served the Baltimore Falam
Baptist Church for two
years, and moved to Charlotte, NC to serve a church
there last summer. The
BFBC is continuing to look
for a new pastor. Please
pray for new parents and
for the congregation here.
____________________

By the numbers:
A number to remember…

$16,076
Is the monthly amount

Our Next
Cents-ability
offering is

Session Highlights: March 11


A report from a February 20 meeting
with THOR and WIN was heard.

Sunday,



May 3rd



Plans for the June 6 Strawberry Festival were discussed.
Prospective changes to HRPC’s Facilities Rental Agreement were reviewed.


Have you been setting aside .05 each time you eat? Save
those coins and bring them to worship on May 3 for our
next Centsability Offering! All funds go to fight hunger
locally through grants given by the Presbytery of
Baltimore to soup kitchens, food pantries, etc. Our own
40 West has even been the recipient of Centsability
Funding in the past.

The Session heard plans regarding an
April visit from a mission team from NC.



The Session approved guidelines for
the new emergency assistance fund
(formerly Deacons’ Fund).



Plans for a collaborative, summertime,
5-session inter-generational study project
with Dickey Memorial PC were discussed.

Join North Carolina Mission Team for Fixin’ and Fellowship

needed to meet our 2015
budget.
Receipts February: $13804
Expenses February: $14217

GAP: $413

Help for
our aging
building is
coming….

HRPC pays $35 per member to support the connectional nature of our denomination.

$3,350 spent on snow
removal in 2015!

111
In attendance for Ethan
Gangadeen’s baptism

120
Members belong to HRPC.

A team of 13 members from First
Presbyterian Church, Hickory, NC
will arrive in Baltimore on Tuesday, April 7. Beginning Wednesday morning, they will be working
on various projects around HRPC,
with specific attention to scraping,
glazing and painting the edges of
the stained glass windows in the
sanctuary and the windows which
open into the fellowship hall. Any
HRPC members are welcome to
join in as you are able. Come and
work, come and bring iced tea,
come and eat lunch with
them! In an effort to not only
“drop in” to make a difference to
our community, the mission team
is contributing $2500.00 to pay
several local persons in need of
work to work alongside of us.

Potluck with
Mission Team
Friday, April 10
@ 6:30pm

HRPC Work Day
Saturday, April 11
9am - 4pm

Bring a favorite family dish to
share on Friday, April 10 to contribute toward our potluck dinner
with adult mission team members
of the First Presbyterian Church
of Hickory, NC. 6:30 pm in the
fellowship hall. Let’s show our
guests what a truly multicultural
congregation we are!

ALL CHURCH MEMBERS ARE
EXPECTED TO BE AT OUR ALL
CHURCH WORKDAY ON SATURDAY, APRIL 11. Multiple projects (inside and out) will be accomplished with many hands at
work. Starting at 9 am, come
when you can, stay as long as you
can. The Hickory team will likely
work until 4 pm.
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Eva Prepares for Peru
La Oroya, Peru is one of the 10
most contaminated cities in the
world due to metal smelter emissions. Health problems abound
and the children of the community
have formed strong groups to
speak up about the injustice of the
large American owned company
polluting their air and water supply.
Our own Eva Hendrix Shovlin will
be traveling with a small group

from the Giddings-Lovejoy Presbytery (St. Louis area) from May
30-June 9 to explore the issues of
Trade Justice and Environmental
Justice with Peruvian Partners,
seeking to learn more about the
situation on the ground and ways
that she (and we) can advocate for
change.
We will commission Eva on Sunday, May 24 during worship as she
prepares for her trip. Please keep

her and the
other travelers
in your prayers.
(Look for an
opportunity to
purchase work
by Peruvian
artisans when
she returns—one way we can
support the ongoing work for
justice in Peru).

Downtown La Oroya and the
main metallurigal complex

Harlem Avenue Bible Camp
is coming at the end of June! IN-

soon. We are working with sev-

ing our horizons. We will be a

STEAD OF A WEEKEND VBS AT

eral churches in the Harlem Ave-

bridge between neighborhoods of

HUNTING RIDGE, we will be

nue neighborhood and with a

differing economic means. We

working with neighbors in the

youth group from Raleigh NC to

will enable youth, adults and chil-

Rosemont community, specifically

provide a fun filled week of learn-

dren to spend time with people

on Harlem Avenue (between

ing about God’s love for us, God’s

who live in very different

Dukeland and Franklintown) on

love for animals, God’s good crea-

worlds. ALSO -Wednesday, July 1

HARLEM AVENUE BIBLE CAMP,

tion, and Jesus’ call to share. We

- ROAD TRIP to a local

June 29 - July 2, will include a meal

will learn about the ways Heifer

farm. Extra hands (and perhaps

each evening, song and dance,

International has brought hope

vehicles) needed for that after-

skits, Bible story telling, craft ac-

and food to families in multiple

noon field trip. Contact Joan Hig-

second floor tenant) is

tivities and recreation for ELE-

places around the world, broaden-

bee or Sharleen Hernan if you are

collecting clean and gen-

MENTARY AGED CHILDREN.

able to help in any way. IF YOU

We will be OUTDOORS from

HAVE CHILDREN/

5:30 - 8pm each night (weather

GRANDCHILDREN BETWEEN
TH

premitting). HRPC volunteers are

KINDERGARTEN AND 5

needed to grill one evening, to

GRADE-- save the date and

staff any one of the stations, sim-

bring them to Harlem Avenue

ply for crowd control, or to ac-

Bible Camp for one of the high-

company a small group of children

lights of the summer!

Spring Closet Cleaning?
WIN Family Services (our

tly used clothing, shoes,
jewelry and linens. Look
for the bin in the
Breezeway.

from station to station. Look for
a volunteer commitment form

April Birthdays
5 - Emmanuel Addo

19 - Betty Rippel

7 - Joan Higbee, Dinah Thweatt

21 - Jamie Wilkins Parker

10 - Kyara Bondima

28 - Anna Malla

12 - Peter Van Allen

29. Rene-Robert Bondima, Jennifer

16 - Beverly Lambert

Pusateri

Clip Boxtops for TJ!
HRPC collects boxtops for our
neighbor school, Thomas
Jefferson. Put them in the
offering plate or church office

HR PC Wee kly C al en da r
Sundays

Thursdays

Fridays

8:00 am Out of the Box Deliverance Center Worship

Fellowship Hall

10:00 am Adult Forum

Library

11:00 am Worship Service

Sanctuary

1:00 pm Baltimore Falam Baptist Church

Sanctuary

4:00 pm Free Community Yoga

Fellowship Hall

4:00 pm English Class

Conference Room

7:00 pm Imani Bell Ringers Rehearsal

Sanctuary Balcony

7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal

Choir Room

8:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting

Fellowship Hall

1:00 pm Out of the Box Bible Study

Hunting Ridge Presbyterian Church
4640 Edmonson Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21229
www.huntingridgechurch.org

Library

We have room for you! Hunting
Ridge continues to hunt for God at
work in our lives, in our neighborhood and in our world. Join us on
the God hunt as we explore what
it means to be a Christ-follower in
all arenas of life.

