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Rejoice in hope, persevere in prayer, care for the saints and show
hospitality to strangers.
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These words seem to characterize the way Hunting Ridge operates! During the past year
I have watched you host two Presbytery wide events, raised over $500 to fight hunger on the
CROP Walk, volunteer at 40 West’s “pantry on the go”, welcome babies and say goodbye to
members moving away, pray on the phone, lift prayers for our members, our city, other nations
around the world, invite others to worship, open our front yard to the entire community for
strawberries and fun, and so much more. I am grateful to be a part of a community which demonstrates hope in working on a brand new kitchen project, a community which prays for and with
our sister church in Sagua la Grande, Cuba, a community which nurtures children in the faith, a
community which opens its doors again and again to community groups, families and other
churches. I am grateful and appreciative for your ministry on the corner of Winans Way and
Edmondson Avenue!
So I ask myself..WHY do you do what you do? I am sure there are multiple reasons behind your involvement in Christ’s ministry on this corner…maybe because someone asked you to
help, maybe because you value it highly, maybe….? I believe that you do what you do because you
are disciples of Jesus Christ who recognize what God has done for you. You rejoice, persevere,
care and show hospitality because you know what it is like to be on the receiving end. You have
received and you continue to give.
(continued on page 2)

Shared Service
What a joy it was to see our sanctuary nearly full with people from four congregations (HRPC,
Sagua la Grande Presbyterian, Berea Centro de Oracion and Baltimore Falam Baptist Church)! On
October 11th we joined for worship in three languages, all of which God understands very well. It
was a gift to have Reverend Dalia Valdes preaching about the rich young ruler who confronted
Jesus about the requirements for entering the kingdom of heaven (Mark 10:17-31). A choir from
the Falam church sang, we sang a Puerto Rican welcome song as we greeted one another, and
prayed the Lord’s Prayer in multiple tongues. The tables in the Fellowship Hall were laden with
different dishes from several cultures. Yum!
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Cuba Conference in New Orleans
39 Presbyterian congregations sent representatives to a Catholic
retreat center on the shores of Lake Pontchartrain (we could
not see the lake because of the 17 foot levee between us and
the water). There were 7 Cuban Presbyterians (pastors and
elders) in attendance as well. We shared best practices for
strengthening partnerships between US churches and Cuban
churches, worshipped together, and shared meals with one another. The Cuba Partners Network is made up of any member
or pastor of participating congregations. Maybe you would have
interest in representing Hunting Ridge in the future? Every four
years the group meets in Cuba, but the US attendance is limited.
If you have interest in going to this meeting in Cuba next October, please let Pastor Deborah know.

Pastors Deborah and Dalia celebrating at a social event at
First Presbyterian Church of New Orleans

Stewardship (continued from page 1)
As you look ahead to 2016, my prayer is that each of you
will say YES! YES! to finding at least one way to share your gifts as a
part of our ministry together. You will soon receive a YES! card in
the mail. I expect you to fill it out! YES to supporting the ministry
costs we share which include supporting mission-coworkers in Haiti
and the Dominican Republic as well as mission in our neighborhood
through 40 West Assistance and Referral Center. YES! to keeping
up with an old building (there certainly seems to be some new maintenance issue every week!) YES! to providing a fair salary to our
church staff, educational materials, and the possibility for organ and
piano music in worship. I hope you will say YES!, for indeed,, God
has already said YES! to you!

In gratitude,
Pastor Deborah

Confirmation
Eight young people have begun the confirmation journey which includes discovering the
path to commitment to Christ. Maia Wilkins, Ella Hernan, Sana’a Snyder, Mekhi Moore,
Amir Cousins, Amar Cousins, James Bondima, and Lena Bondima will meet with Pastor
Deborah, Dan McEachran and Queenline Bihshi on Thursday evenings for the next six
weeks. Any confirmands who are ready to become HRPC members will meet with the
Session on Sunday morning, December 13th for examination. Please keep the confirmads and the leaders in your prayers.
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Many Voices
With October coming to an end, the
stores will be emptying out of all the
candy and Halloween decorations. Soon
we will see shelves lined with Christmas
decorations as holiday tunes ring
throughout the mall. It's a reminder to us
all that Advent is fast approaching, and it
is time to prepare ourselves for the coming Christ child. The choir will be preparing, too, and we could use your voice. If
you like classical music, come sing a
movement of the Vivaldi "Gloria." If you
like gospel music, come sing Kirk Franklin's "Jesus is the Reason." If you like all
kinds of music, come sing all of it with us!
Much like many hands make light work, it
takes many voices to make a joyful noise.
To learn more about singing for Christmas Eve service, please take time to
speak with me after service or email me.
Peace,

Youth from Hunting
Ridge, Dickey Memorial
and Baltimore Falam
enjoying an afternoon of
bowling together.

Craig

Advent
During Advent (beginning November 29th) we will be focusing on the passage from Isaiah 9:6 which includes four different titles that Christians use for Jesus Christ: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Your family can explore these titles for Jesus through a daily Advent
meditation book which will be available November 22nd at worship. Also, look for a special Intergenerational Advent Event with Trinity Presbyterian Church and Dickey Memorial Presbyterian Church in early
December.

Upcoming Worship Services at HRPC
November 1– Youth Sunday, John 6:1-14: Being Generous
November 8 - Matthew 6:19-24: God or $?
November 15 - Hebrews 12:1
November 22 - Christ the King Sunday: Shared scripture and songs with Sagua
November 29 - First Sunday of Advent, Advent Drama
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Giving on Thanksgiving
HRPC has committed to providing
three Thanksgiving baskets for
families in need through 40 West
Assistance & Referral Center. Sign
up for food items in the church
library. Bring items by November
15th to place in the collection bin.

Again this Thanksgiving, Hunting Ridge will be the location for packing 100
Thanksgiving dinners” to go.” We will meet at 10am on November 26 th in
our Fellowship Hall. There are two ways you can help! One: Prepare a portion (alone or as a team) of the Thanksgiving fare ahead of time. Two: Come
on Thanksgiving Day to help with our assembly line and/or delivery of the
dinners to the men’s shelter in downtown Baltimore. To donate your food
or your time, contact Vivian Smith (Justice & Peace Team) as soon as possible. Dishes still needed (for 100): vegetable, stuffing, dessert, roasted turkey/
chicken, sweet potatoes. The Berea Centro de Oracion will provide the
cornbread and members of the Korean congregation that previously met at
Hunting Ridge will provide the to-go boxes. How will you help???

Parents Night Out
Parents Night Out is coming! Friday, December
11 from 6-9pm, our church will be bustling, filled
with community and HRPC children from kindergarten through fifth grade. They will eat dinner,
participate in cookie decorating and other crafts,
and “shop” for gifts for their family members at
no cost. Church members are welcome to bring
younger children. Items for the Christmas store
are needed. Please bring gently used or new
items that could be gifts for adults or children to
the church office by Dec. 7th. Volunteers who do
not have children in this age group are needed to
staff Parent’s Night Out – gift wrappers, craft station leaders, shopping assistants, kitchen help.
Contact Jessie Leonard (Welcoming Team) if you
can help.

To help with Parent’s
Night Out contact
Jessie Leonard
(Welcoming Team):
jessfueleo@gmail.com
828.638.1773

Upcoming Events @ HRPC
Sunday, November 1 - Youth Sunday, Generosity
Sunday, November 8 - Ministry Team Meetings after service
Monday, November 9, 16, 23 - Nutrition Class with Angela Atkins
for more information: 909.31.COACH, healthandnutritioncoaching.com
Sunday, November 15 - Commitment Sunday
Sunday, November 22nd at 7pm - Multicultural Book Club
Thursday, November 26 - Thanksgiving Meal Assembly for Baltimore Station in coop. with THOR staff
Sunday, December 6 - Congregational Meeting to elect officers and approve pastor’s terms of call
Sunday, December 13 - Confirmation Sunday
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CROP Walk Recap
12 HRPC church members of all ages
participated in this year’s CROP Walk
through Dickeyville on October 4th.
There were walkers from at least 8
churches in the greater Catonsville/West
Baltimore area. HRPC has offered to be
the starting and ending point for next
year’s CROP Walk! Keep your ears
open for more details.

November
Birthdays
Funds raised fight
hunger locally &
globally!

1 - Andy Gangadeen

Session Highlights

5 - Mary Jordan
-The "Continuing Education" topic was further study of the "Characteristics of Spiritually Thriving
Congregations."

10 - John Hull
13 - Eva Hendrix-Shovlin

-The 2016 Budget was approved.
-The Session heard plans for the Confirmation Class which is scheduled to begin in November. 8
confirmands are expected to participate.
-The date for the Congregational Meeting, Part 1 was designated for December 6.

20 - Beatrice Tangie
21 - Johnnie Summers
27 - Sharleen Hernan

Thoughts on Giving
The beginning of the school year and the approaching
holidays calls for rearranging. Rearranging schedules, priorities, furniture. In doing so, I found a neat strip of paper
I had kept for I am not sure how long. It was a fortune
from one of many nights of take-out Chinese. It reads: “If
you continually give, you will continually have.”

changed by what and how I give? How am I changed?
Could I have give more? And, at times, should I give less?
Instead of trying to pick and take what I can from each
new day, I will focus on what I can give. I will give in kindness, give when I can, give when I think I can’t, give just
because, and give some extras to myself as well.

I probably initially kept it because, as a mom of two young
children, it made me laugh. But, I held onto it because I
knew it to be profoundly true.

-Kristin LeFeber

Typically, I reflect in the way most people probably do. I
focus on what I got out of the experience. Did I have fun?
Who complimented me? What did I eat? How many hostess gifts did I get? How many people came to my party?
How did I make out?
This year, as I prepare for the highs and lows of the holidays, I am going to try focusing on what I can give. Will I
pleasantly surprise someone with something they did not
expect? Will I speak up during an awkward conversation?
Will I thoughtfully choose a hostess gift or just grab a tin
of nuts off of the shelf?
We all give a lot: our time, our talent, our emotions, our
money. How is my family, my community, my world

O God, Grant that I may not so
much seek
to be consoled as to console;
To be understood as to understand;
To be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive;
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned;
And it is in dying that we are
born to eternal life.”
– from the Prayer of St. Francis

HR PC Wee kly C al en da r
Sundays

9:00 am English Class

Conference Room

10:00 am Adult Bible Study

Library

11:00 am Worship Service

Sanctuary

1:00 pm Baltimore Falam Baptist Church

Sanctuary

4:00 pm Free Community Yoga

Fellowship Hall

Tuesdays

7:00pm

Pastor’s Office

Wednesdays

7-10pm Berea Church

Sanctuary

ing Ridge continues to hunt for

Thursdays

7:00

Imani Ringers 1st/3rd Weeks

Choir Loft

our neighborhood and in our

7:30pm

Choir Rehearsal

Adult Bible Study

We have room for you! HuntGod at work in our lives, in
Choir Room

world. Join us on the God

8:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting

Fellowship Hall

hunt as we explore what it

6:15 pm Confirmation Class

Pastor’s Office

means to be a Christ-follower

7-10pm Berea Church

Sanctuary

in all arenas of life.
Saturdays
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